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April 2019 

 

Bee Market & Auction 

O ur 45th Bee 
Market & 

Auction will be 
held on Saturday 
27th April.  My sin-
cere thanks go to 
all of you who 
have volunteered 
your help on the 
day.   
 
The venue is 
again Chichester 

College’s Brinsbury Campus in Pulborough, RH20 1DL from 8:30am for 
the acceptance of lots.  By the time you read this we may be full so 
please speak to me first if you still have lots to register.  
 
The Auction commences at 12:30pm with plenty of time to view lots pri-
or to this.  Dogs are welcome on the Campus under strict control and  if 
you plan to bring ‘Fido’ please see the Guidance Notes on the website.   
 
The catalogue will be published on the website after 22nd April and will 
also be on sale at the Auction for 50 pence. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html 
 
01403 752493  Mobile 07761 349281 
 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
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WSBKA Annual Convention Review 2019 

 

Christine Stevens and 
her team did an excel-
lent job again in organ-
ising our 2019 Conven-
tion.   
 
Almost 100 delegates 
from West Sussex and 
beyond gathered at 
Lodge Hill at the end of February to listen to and 
interact with a number of gifted and knowledgea-
ble presenters. 
 
Clive de Bruyn got the day off to an entertaining 
start with his excellent presentation ‘The Joys of 
Raising Queens’, sharing his wealth of beekeeping 
experience in the UK and overseas over many dec-
ades. He claims we can all be better beekeepers 
by queen rearing even if we never manage to 
raise a queen!  
 
Dr Martin Bensick proved to be a personable ex-
pert in the study of honey bee colonies with accel-
erometer sensors!  With what?, I hear you ask.  

His research has explained that the vibrations in the hive as measured by the sensors are a monitor to 
hive behaviour and the result of various stimuli.  
 
Adam Leitch closed the day with a fascinating and colourful presentation on ‘Melissopalynology – the 
study of pollen in honey’.   
 
During the day delegates had the opportunity to participate in a number of seminars set up by Clive de 
Bruyn, Chris Park, Celia Perry, Adam Leitch and James Donaldson.  Chris got us thinking about the benefits 
of keeping bees in skeps (although not for the inexperienced) and how it informs our traditional beekeep-
ing in the wooden or poly hive.  James opened up a world of beekeeping under the microscope, Adam 
provided an update on the Asian hornet and Celia explained the benefits to be gained from the BBKA ex-
amination system. 
 
The Lodge Hill venue worked well and the staff provided refreshments throughout the day and a simple 

lunch.   

The comments received from those who attended the Convention have been very positive proving yet 

again how popular this event is with WSBKA members and members from other beekeeping associations 

in the South East.  The team has already started work on next year’s event! 

 
Photo courtesy of Worthing Beekeepers 



The annual BBKA Spring Convention will 
be held on 12th - 14th April at Harper Ad-
ams University, Newport, Shropshire, 
TF10 8NB. 
 

The Convention offers over 20 Lectures, 
50+ Workshops & Seminars, food and ac-

commodation.    
 

Saturday’s Trade Show will include all the main suppliers from 8:30am to 4:30pm. 
 

Book via the BBKA website.  Tickets are £26 for members if booked in advance. 
 

www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-booking-now-live 

BBKA Spring Convention  

Annual General Meeting 19th March 

The 46th WSBKA AGM was attended by just 12 members and most of these were 

members of the Executive Committee seeking reelection. 

Proceedings were as per the Agenda with all executive members being re-elected 

for a further year.  Last year’s Minutes were  approved as were the Chairman’s 

Report and  Annual Accounts.  The Account’s Scrutineer , Mrs Claire Boyce, was 

appointed for a further year. 
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Hiver Beers Bees 

An opportunity exists for an experienced beekeeper to establish a num-
ber of honey bee colonies on the West Sussex Winery Albourne Estate 
near Hassocks.  The company is looking to establish between 3 and 5 
colonies on the winery and these will be used to promote their rural 
beekeeping and beer tasting experience in the grounds of the estate.  
The owning beekeeper would be invited to help with the experience it-
self. 
 
This would amount to about 6 full Saturdays of work over the summer, 
demonstrating and talking to groups of consumers (no bigger than 12 at 

a time) about bees and beekeeping. 
 
The company has been running the Hiver Experience in Kennington Park, South London for the past two 
summers and would like to replicate this success in West Sussex, introducing more people to the wonder-
ful world of beekeeping (and honey beer!) 
 
If you are interested in knowing more contact Dean Lavender, their Marketing Manager on email 
dean@hiverbeers.com . 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-booking-now-live
mailto:dean@hiverbeers.com
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Des Res for Honey Bees in Poynings 

 

Rushfields Nursery and Farm Shop wishes to sell honey produced by bees on 
their site in Poynings.  They are unable to keep their own honey bees but are 
looking to find an experienced beekeeper to site bees on their nursery and sell 
them the honey.  There may also be an opportunity for the company to help 
finance this expansion.  
 
If you are interested in learning more contact Colin @ Rushfields Farm Shop on 
01273 850015 or email pam@rushfields.com 

University of Sussex LASI 

Kyle Shackleton is a researcher from the University of Sussex’s Laboratory 
of Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI) studying hygienic behaviour and 
disease resistance in honey bees.  He is seeking to borrow some hives to 
assist in his research, and would like to ask members for their help.  
  
The research would involve testing the hygiene levels of the colonies us-
ing the freeze-killed brood method, where a small amount of sealed 
brood (c. 200 cells) is killed using liquid nitrogen and the removal of those 
dead cells by the worker bees is measured two days later.  This process is 

repeated 2-3 times to get a good estimate of the colony’s hygiene level.  The process can be seen in this 
Youtube video produced by the lab www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yKYuBvUQVE.  Colonies will also be 
inspected for chalkbrood, to see if its presence correlates with a low level of hygiene. 
  
Ideally, he would like the use of 10-15 colonies.  If possible, he would like to move the colonies to the lab 
at the University of Sussex, Falmer, but if not then he will travel to the apiaries to perform the tests.    
Results will be shared with the beekeepers. 
 
If you think you may be able to help with any number of colonies contact Kyle on email:  
K.Shackleton@sussex.ac.uk  

 
The details of the forthcoming 
workshops are on-line now.  There 
are 2 workshops on integrated Var-
roa control, one on planting for 
bees and other flower-visiting in-
sects, there is also one on how to 
decode the waggle dance and final-

ly one exploring ivy, an amazing winter forage for many flower-visiting insects. The details are given on 
the following link.  
 
www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events 
 

mailto:pam@rushfields.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yKYuBvUQVE
mailto:K.Shackleton@sussex.ac.uk
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events


Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 6th & 13th April - ‘Spring Introductory Course’ - Holbrook Tithe Barn, Horsham 9:30 - 16:30 with 
afternoons at the training apiary in Pease Pottage.   
Further details from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 9th April - ’Swarm Management’ with Daisy Day from 
Wisborough Green BKA.  The Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, 
Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.                                                                                                                             
Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk  or  
website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Details of the Division’s activities from Tess Clarke:  
secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 11th April  - ‘Swarm Prevention & Control’ with Amanda Miller from Brighton & Lewes BKA, Fer-
ring Village Hall, Ferring Street, Ferring, BN12 5JP  at 7:30pm.   
Further details from Debra Edwards: dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 

 
Friday 12th - Sunday14th April - ‘BBKA Spring Convention 2019’.  Harper Adams University, Newport, 
Shropshire, TF10 8NB.  Tickets now on sale.   
Visit www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-booking-now-live 
 

Saturday 27th April - ‘WSBKA Annual Bee Market & Auction’, now in its 45th year.  Chichester College’s 
Brinsbury Campus, North Heath, Pulborough, RH20 1DL.  Full details are on the WSBKA website. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:dmcd.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-booking-now-live
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/


Melvyn’s Missive 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

W hile ‘everyone’ is watching the politicians play their games with our coun-
try regarding the ‘B’ word, and after a mild winter the bees have been 

building up inside their hives like volcanos preparing to erupt.  Reports of drones 
and queen cells are rife and hives full of bees.  If your bees are near Rape, provid-
ing the weather is warm enough you will need plenty of supers and, indeed, have 
your extractor ready! 
 

Central Sussex invited the ecologist, Penny Green from Knepp Castle Estate to give 
us a talk on their rewilding project which has been going on a few years now, after giving up a long tradi-
tion of farming on poor unproductive soils.  The estate is becoming a magnet for wildlife, they employ 
Long Horn cattle, pigs and Exmoor ponies to stop creating a forest and to encourage clear areas, they run 
safaris and work with lots of wildlife groups.  I’m lucky enough to have bees on their land too.  
 

The Knepp Castle ecologist, Penny referred to the fact that most intensely farmed land will only sustain 
crops for another 20 years before it runs out and becomes stale and devoid of organic matter and earth-
worms.  A chilling thought and will need to be rewilded for 15 years for organic matter to build up again, 
who knows what will happen to the long-term build-up of pesticides and herbicides. 
 

The Bob Hogge talk on his experiences with the Asian hornet was very well attended last month.  Please 

see my AHAT news article below. 

Melvyn 
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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AHAT Update 

Three of the four WSBKA divisions have their AHAT teams in place.  Chichester has 
an impressive 22 volunteers, Central Sussex has 8, Worthing 5 and Wisborough 
Green is yet to set up a team.  CS, Worthing and WG need more volunteers please.  
At the moment we would mainly help with identification, but if there were lots of 
sightings then we would be asked to do more. 
 

The talk by Bob Hogge, a beekeeper from Jersey, was an eye-opener as he revealed 
how long it took him to locate the first nest on Jersey.  Bob’s first task was to experi-
ment and make locating a nest after the first sighting a lot quicker. The Channel Islands do not have the 
National Bee Unit to deal with locating nests and destroying them so they had to deal with the problem 
themselves, with help from their government.  Here in the UK it is illegal to catch and then release an 
Asian hornet for tracking purposes unless you have a licence so we are limited to what we can do. 
 

Bob emphasized that if we all work together and learn from each other then at least we may stand a 
chance of slowing down any spread.  After a lot of experiments, he is working this year on trapping 
queens in converted bird boxes.  He found that queens will seek out unattended Asian hornet embryo 
nests and take them over.  Queens can locate nests so he has made an attractant from old embryo nests 
and is placing it in the bird boxes. 
 

He said if an embryo nest is found the nest is not destroyed but the queen is removed.  The nest location 
is recorded and the nest is monitored to see if another queen moves in. 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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Bob said it should be quite easy for Asian hornets to fly the Channel with a favourable wind, so he said if 
we couldn’t contain any incursions then we would need to convert our hive entrances to help our bees.  A 
useful tip was to place your hives with plants or brambles in front to make the bees change direction and 
not fly straight to the entrance. 
 

After talking to us in Petworth Bob is talking all around the country including the BBKA Spring Convention 
so we were fortunate to book him.  There is a lot more information and articles on the Asian Hornet Ac-

tion Team website https://ahat.org.uk/ including the following message:  Monitor – Don’t Kill. 
 
There is a new design of BOTTLE TRAP which will trap Asian hornets but not European hornets and will 
also allow the smaller insects to escape.  The design of this trap can be seen in the following links, howev-
er the design has been modified in the light of experience.  The size of the top hole should be 8mm and 
not 9mm as European hornets can enter through a 9mm hole.  Also it was found that beneficial insects 
tend to fly to the top of the trap. Therefore the 5.5mm exit hole should be moved to the top of the trap. 
Links to this modification are on the AHAT website. 

 

Melvyn  

West Sussex BKA AHAT Coordinator  

mrandmj@gmail.com  

07811070294 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://ahat.org.uk/
mailto:mrandmj@gmail.com

